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***TOMORROW*** 

Mayor Caldwell teams with U.H. engineers and Hawaii Asphalt Paving 

Industry extend the life of O‘ahu’s roads 
 

Pearl City – Mayor Caldwell will lead a demonstration of seal coat (emulsified asphalt) to show 

innovative strategies to extend the life of our roadways, to keep them in good condition longer 

and save costs on repaving in the long run.   

 

The press conference will take place at 10 a.m. today, Friday, November 14, 2014, near the 

intersection of Kaweloka Street and Kumoana Street in Pearl City.  SealMaster Hawaii 

 

Mayor Caldwell will be joined by Professor A. Ricardo Archilla from the University of Hawai‘i 

at Mānoa Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, Jon Young from the Hawaii 

Asphalt Paving Industry (HAPI), and HAPI members: Alakona Corp., GP Roadway Solutions, 

Group HI, Oahu Sealcoating and Paving LLC., and SealMaster Hawaii. 

 

Professor Archilla received a research grant from the National Center for Pavement Preservation 

at Michigan State University to evaluate the effectiveness of various pavement preservation 

treatments including slurry seal, seal coat, fog seal, and crack sealing in Hawai‘i’s tropical 

climate. Test patches of various products will be applied by different vendors and the test patches 

will be monitored and observed over a 2-year period by the University to determine if these 

products are successful in extending pavement life. The city will use the results to determine the 

cost effectiveness of the treatments.   

 

Alakona Corp., GP Roadway Solutions, Group HI, Oahu Sealcoating and Paving LLC, and 

SealMaster Hawaii will be participating in the project that partners the UH, HAPI, and the City 

and County of Honolulu. The contractors will apply their road treatments through December in 

the Pearl City area as part of the project.  

 

BACKGROUND 

Improving Oahu’s roads remains one of Mayor Caldwell’s top priorities.  His ambitious five-

year plan calls for repaving an average of 300 lane miles per year in order to repair all 1,500 lane 

miles deemed unsatisfactory in a 2012 survey.  Since the beginning of last year, 667 lane miles 

of city roads have now been repaved under the Caldwell Administration. 



 

There are currently 14 ongoing road projects valued at $139 million to repave 504 lane miles of 

roads. There are also 5 construction projects totaling $40.8 million dollars to repave 91 lane 

miles of roads that have been awarded with work to begin soon.  There are an additional 31 

projects valued at $286,750,000 to repave 588 lane miles of roads in the planning and design 

phase.   

 

In addition to repaving unsatisfactory roads, the city is being proactive in maintaining roads that 

are still in good condition.  This project will help determine the effectiveness of different 

products in the pavement preservation toolbox to extend the life of good roads, minimizing the 

need for full depth road reconstruction, which requires considerably more time and taxpayer 

money.  Pavement preservation treatments have also been shown to reduce the incidence of 

potholes by sealing the road from water infiltration that is often the cause of potholes. 

 

The city patches potholes as soon as possible, often within 48 hours of receiving reports from the 

public.  The city has filled 30,756 potholes this year and filled 46,470 in 2013.  The public is 

encouraged to report potholes by calling the City’s Pothole Hotline at 768-7777.  Since potholes 

are a symptom of pavements with structural problems, the goal of pavement preservation is to 

also reduce the number of potholes patched.   
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